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treatment can be expected to give results. A good test for a properly ventilated hen house is to examine the litter. If it stays dry after three or four days use in midwinter, the moisture is being taken care of satisfactorily. If the litter is wet and soggy, additional ventilation should be provided.
Since over-crowding is another common cause of roup, steps should be taken to reduce the number of birds in the building. If this is not done, nature in the guise of this disease will automatically decrease the numbers. A simple rule to follow is to allow 4 square feet of floor space for each bird. If the wind blows on the birds through cracks in the walls while they are on the roosts, they should be plugged. The diet should be changed if insufficient or if the wrong kind. Consultation with any farm advisor or the poultry department of any state agricultural college should enable one to remedy this fault.
If possible, all the sick birds should be removed to other quarters. This is sometimes impractical when large numbers are affected, and under such conditions they may be segregated in one end of the house and separated from the flock by a wire partition. This is not ideal sanitation or quarantine but will serve when other means are not available.
All the birds whose heads are badly disfigured should be killed. Hand treatment even in the beginning stages of the disease is time-<consuming and often ineffective. It is sometimes suggested that the noses and eyes of the birds be irrigated with a boric acid solution. This frequently helps, but the owner may not find time to swab out the eyes and nose of each bird. If the number of birds affected is not great, this treatment may be tried. Should this fail, the use of a 10-per-cent solution of argyrol is suggested. This is a black liquid and may be secured from any drugstore. The nose should be swabbed with a match or toothpick tipped with absorbent cotton and dipped in the argyrol solution. Daily treatment is usually necessary to insure